
LOVE: LABOR, JOY, GLORY
LINDSEY TOBIN

LOVE: (agapē) biblical love; the sacrificial and unconditional love of  God
LABOR: (kopos) hard work, sorrow or trouble

Paul’s labor for the Thessalonian and Corinthian churches:
• 1 Thes. 2:2 
• 1 Thes. 2:7, 11
• 1 Thes. 2:8-9
• 2 Cor. 4:7-9 
• 2 Cor. 4:11-12

Paul loved and labored. And yet had joy. 
• 1 Thes. 2:19-20
• 2 Cor. 4:17

GLORY: (doxa) manifestation of  God’s greatness and magnificence
1. Glory in God’s presence
2. Glory in God’s rewards
3. Glory in God Himself

JOY: (chara) true fulfillment and contentment regardless of  circumstances; rooted in God’s promises

GLORY IN GOD’S PRESENCE
• 2 Cor. 4:14-18 
• 
• 

 – Philippians 1:6
• We will:

 –
 –
 –
 –
 – (2 Cor. 5)

“It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most 
uninteresting person you talk to may one day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly 
tempted to worship…” C.S. Lewis, The Weight of  Glory
• 

          FOCUSING ONLY ON THE “SEEN”

• 2 Cor. 4:18
• 
• 
• 

 –
• 



GLORY IN GOD’S REWARDS

• Rewards in heaven
 – Matt. 25:23

“The promise of glory is the promise, almost incredible and only possible by the work of Christ, that some 
of us, that any of us who really chooses, shall actually survive that examination, shall find approval, shall 
please God. To please God...to be a real ingredient in the divine happiness...to be loved by God, not merely 
pitied, but delighted in as an artist delights in his work or a father in a son—it seems impossible, a weight or 
burden of glory which our thoughts can hardly sustain. But so it is.” C.S. Lewis, The Weight of  Glory

• Paul’s motivation to labor in love was to please God
• 1 Cor. 3:6-7

 –
• 1 Cor. 3:8, 10-14

 –

“…his joy in this world and glory in the next are tied up with the Thessalonians whom Christ through the 
apostles ministry has so signally transformed.”  John Stott

• Because of  Paul’s understanding of  rewards, he viewed himself  as responsible to God.
 – 1 Thes. 2:4
 – 2 Cor. 4:1

FULL RESPONSIBILITY RESPONSIBLE TO GOD NO RESPONSIBILITY

“It may be possible for each to think too much of his own potential glory hereafter; it is hardly possible 
for him to think too often or too deeply about that of his neighbour. The load, or weight, or burden of my 
neighbour’s glory should be laid daily on my back, a load so heavy that only humility can carry it, and the 
backs of the proud will be broken… All day long we are, in some degree, helping each other to one or other of 
these destinations.” C.S. Lewis, The Weight of  Glory

“The way you look at ministry determines how you will fulfill it.” Warren W. Wiersbe



          LOVING PEOPLE FOR OUR OWN GLORY

• 2 Cor. 4:4, 6
• 
• 

 – Gal. 1:10

Paul had joy in the present because of  the glory he looked to in the future.

HOW DO WE LABOR IN LOVE WITH THE SAME JOY THAT PAUL HAD?

LABOR IN LOVE

1. 
• 2 Cor. 4:15

2. 

“Paul’s values are so aligned with God’s that the things that bring joy to God bring joy to Paul.”   
D.A. Caron, A Call to Spiritual Reformation
• Revelations 4:10-11

 –

“There we saw how Paul prays with eternity’s values in view; here we discover that he prays with burning 
passion for people. But in fact, these are not two distinct poles; they are facets of the same vision. When we 
pray for people, we must do so knowing that these people, and we ourselves, are inevitably moving toward 
the last day. When we pray with eternity’s values in view, we are driven to pray for people, because people 
like you and me are the ones who must give account to God on the last day.” 
D.A. Caron, A Call to Spiritual Reformation

3. 
 –
 –
 –

GLORY IN GOD HIMSELF
• 2 Cor. 4:5

 –
• 
• 

 – 2 Cor. 4:15


