Arn accelerating global mavement is well under way—and you can be a part of it!

od is doing amazing things in our
world. He's sending Mavajo mis-
sionaries 1o the Laplanders and
European Gypsy believers to Madagas-
cas. He’s shaking up Christian finances
for His worldwide Cause, blasting open
the Iron Curtain and riddling China
with a searing spirittal hunger. He’s
raising a movement of exciied disciples
ready to go anywhere and do anything,

Followers of Jesus Christ are increasing
by more than 90,000 every day. Emi-
nent world watchers have documented
an unprecedented initiative of God in
this final decade of the 20th century,
during these closing years of the second
millennium. And maybe your heart is
restless to be a part of His big picture.
Maybe you're restless to catch a new
vision for your life.

¥ What Are You Doing?

Think over the energy you're throwing
into 1ife now——irying to be the best you
can be, trving to get ahead, to be a bet-
ser Christian, a better farmly member, a
better you, Why work so hard? Why
ask so often for God’s blessing on your
life?

If it’s to have a nicer, happier life,
that’s not a bad goal. Especially since
that’s what heaven will be—an easier,
nicer existence. But if that were God’s
purpose for you right now, He would
simply take vou home to heaven, right?
In the here-and-now, bibleal disciple-
ship is never described as “nice” or
“easy.”

¥ The Cause

God does want to bless you. But not to
make your life gasy. He'll bless vou be-
cause He's got & domanding job for
you--g specific task, one that lays
down rails o guide your major life de-
cisions, fo keep you from spinning your
wheels in Christian self-improvement.

Go shead: Break out of the Christian-
culture idea that to join God's family is
it become part of a nice, privileged
group. {t’s more like being horn into &
family business—evervbody is natoral-
ly expected to take part in the Father's

work. Do vou know what the Father is
doing these days?

¥ An Unchangeable Purpose

Get a grip on your Bible. It will spell
out how to break through to the crystal-
clear, specific task God has for you in
His historic purpose—in His “family
business.” He does have a wonderful
plan for your life!

When you dig into the simple Bible
study in the box on the iower right,
yow’ll notice that Psalm 67 is 2 perfect
overview of God's purpose:

May God be graciows o us
and biess us

And make His face shine
upon us;

That Your ways may be
Enown on earth,

Your salvation among all
nations.

v God will bless us, and all the
ends of the earth will fear Eine.

it’s not too hard to figure out that God
hag blessed us for a specific purpose,
right?

Motice 0o, Jesus’ summary of Scripture
and His role in fulfiiling messianic
prophecy:

“This is what is written: The Christ
will suffer and rise from the dead on
the third day, and repentance and
SJorgiveness of sins will be preached
in His name to all natons, begin-
ning at Jerusalem " Luke 24:46-47,

What vou'll see over and over in these
passages about God's purpose on earth
are terms such as peoples, narions, fami-
lies, languages, tribes, the (Gentiles or
aven (reeks—all signifying the ides of
“people groups. 7 A people group, so-
gording to Christian anthropologists and
mission experts, is the largest ethnic
group within which the Gospel can
spread without being stopped by bas-
riers such as language or culture.

¥ Peoples Power

Survey your Bible concordance listings
of the people-group terms such as na-
tion, peoples, Gentiles. And remember
not 1o equate “peoples” with our idea of
pulitical “countries.” For example, the
country of India has at least 3,000 dis-
tinet people groups within its borders,
Irian Jaya bhas about 250 and Russia.
more than 3C0,

The 70 people groups formed at the
Tower of Babe! had splintered into
about 60,000 by the time of Christ—
when He commanded us to make disci-
ples of every “nation” or people group.

Since then, these groups have merged
through commmunication and trade into
about 24,000 distinct people groups,

Fourteen thousand people groups are
currently being discipled. The other
10,000—mostly among the Muslim,
Han Chinese, Hindu, Buddhist and tri-
bal cultures—have no charch among
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them and little or no mission work.

There are about 10,000 peoples who
have naver yet heard the Good News of
Jesus in a way that they can understand
it.

every remaining unreached people
group—a church movement which can
effectively do ir those peoplss what
their church does back home.

So, clothe the needy and feed the

The political country of India

¥V What are the . asctually a composite of at

unreached .g .
people groups? least 3,000 “nations” or people
The Muslim Oashqa'i groups—the efthne we're to
e Musiing (sasngat A
of Lran, the Buddnist ©eaCh.

Brao of Cambodia,
the Tribal/Hindu Koya of India,
the Nomadic Fezara of Su-
dan, the FoliReligiontst
Manchu of China and
about 9,895 others.

¥ Where are
they?

In the remote jungles of Irian
Jaya, in the ethnic neighbor-
hoods of Berlin and nearly
every major metropolitan city in
the world, on Native American
Indian reservations in the United
States, in Testricted-access coun-
tries, in India, in....

¥ Your vision

If vou have a vision to share Christ in
your neighborhood, your town or even
all of vour couniry, rejoice! Reaching
vour Jerusaiem, Judes and Samaria is
eritical. But keep in mind that your
country—io matter how large—
represents only a very small

hungry, witness
across the street and stand up
for rightecusness in your socie-
ty with ani expanded vision of
God’s whole heart for the utisrmost
parts of the world!

And when you win your neighbors 1o
Christ, reaching every people group
with the Gospel. Make sure that you and
vour church are a pait of God's historic

purpose to add to the Body of Christ
those purchased with His blood “from
every tribe and tongue and people and
nation.”

God is carrving out His unchanging pur-
pose {see Hebrews 6:17 and context)
through His obedient servants around

blessing have occurred in waves. The
first era, championed by William Carey
in the late 1700s, penetrated the coast-
tands of the globe’s continents, The sec-
ond, spearheaded by Hudson Tayler
about 1865, has penetrated the inland re-
gions of every country on earth.

The third wave, responding to Cameron
_ Townsend and Donald
ty MeGavran'’s call to go
" 1o all the remaining

¥ “hidden” or “un-

* reached peoples,” is
nearing completion in
this fast decade before the
vear 2000 '

Fach wave has been characterizad
by student activism, revival and prayer
movements. This last wave is no differ-
ent,

We're living at a very interesting point
in the history of the world, iu the un-
folding of God’s unchanging purpose.
With unprecedented technological
breakthroughs i eultural studies, com-
munication and travel, we are better
equipped than ever before to reach the
whole world!

Christianity’s largest denominations and
major interdenominational mission
agencies have committed the decade of
the *90s to world evangelization. Many
Christian feaders believe these final
years of the 20th century will witness
the greatest spiritual harvest the world
has ever seen, bringing the task of world
evangslization to completion!

Associations of mission agencies in var-
ious countries {and even whole
continents!} have set goals to

part of our planet’s total
population-—and a very
small part of God’s heart for
the world.
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it's also important to realize
that God never expected or
asked that we create a per-
fect society. if we get it in
our minds that we must to-

s’_{b

' has @ job for you, and it
has to do with reaching the
remaining 10,000 unreached
people groups on this planet. *®

target and reach their share of
unreached peoples through the
interpational “Adopi-A-People
Campaign.”

For example, Latin American
churches and mission agencies
are planning to send teams to
3,000 unreached groups, Aus-
tralia has selected 2,000 groups

tally wransform and “save”™
our city or country before
we move on to other areas, we never
will move ol

A “healthy” local church or body of be-
lievers walking in obedience to the
Word of God will be active in two ma-
jor areas:

« Bvangeliste and discipleship in their
local area and,

o Agsisting in the “whole Church” task
of establishing a church movement in

the globe. And the pace of completing
that purpose is accelerating rapidly in
this final decade of the century!

(GGod hag a job for yon, and it has to do
with reaching the remaining 10,000 un-

- reached people groups on this planet.

W Lessons from the past

Historizally, the modern movements {o
reach the ends of the earth with God’s

as their farget.

Christians worldwide are getting excit-
ed, realistic, and specific about throwing
themselves into the final eva of God's
urchanging purpose.

¥ Look what God is doing

Especially if you'rs in: a dull lttle comer
of Christendom, it’s critical you realize
what God is deing these daye around the
globe. On the foliowing pags are a few
highlights,




« 3,000 new churches are opening eve-
ry week worldwide.

» The Church in Africa is increasing by
20,000 per day on the average; that
continent (south of the Sahara) was 3%
Christian in 1900 and is nearly 60%
Christian today.

m

« Worldwide, ADITU80-.
Christianity is

growing at the rate of 90,0060
new believers every day.

Where the church has been planted, it's
growing like wildfire. The Good News
is breaking loose worldwide:

e In AT 100, ondy 1 of every 360 peo-
ple was an active believer. Today one
in ten people is an active beligver (8 to
1). (See chart below)

= In AD 100 there were 12 unreached
people groups per congregation of be-
tievers. Today, with over 6 million
churches worldwide, there are 600 con-
gregations for every remaining un-
reached people group! (See chart at boi-
tom of this page)

¥ The Remaining Task

While we're working so hard
to mprove our

ol

ﬁn,ﬁ.?ﬁm
ADTTRR0_

18

with your blood you purchased men for
God from every tribe and language and
people and nation” (Revelation 5:9).

So the question isn't “Can we do it?”
but rather “Will we do it?”

The fact is that the “Lard of the har-
vest” has showered His Chureh with
more than enough resources to com-

plete the task:
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gelical Christians spend daily watching
TV and shopping.

So you see, our Lord didn’t just give us
an impossible assignment and then step
back towatch ns fail. He has supplied
every thing we need in abundance! We
may choose a path of disobedience, but
there’s absolutely no good reason we
can give for not finishing the assign-
ment He gave us!

¥ Countdown

We're 4,600 years into God's promise
10 Abraham that ail the people groups
would be blessed with redemption—
and the “children of Abraham” (see Ga-
lations 3:29} ave making some incredi-
ble advances toward fulfilling that man-
date! Hundreds of mission groups
worldwide have set AD 2000 as an ar-
bitrary targei date for reaching the an-
reached. (i.e. By AD 2000 every person
would have access to the gospel in their
own culture,)

¥ou might feel uncomfortable about

the year 2000 as a target date i light of

what Jesus said in Matthew 24:14,
"dnd this Gospel of the kingdom will
be preached in the whole world as a
testimony io ail nations [ethne or peo-
ples] and then the end will come, " —hs
if the year 2000 is then some prediction
of the return of Christ.

You can relax because the countdown
of people groups to be reached by the
year 2000 is simply an arresting way to
suggest that we can make the Gospel
available to everyone in their own cul-
ture within the next few years—if we
will.

In 1980, at a world-level conference in
Hdinburgh Scotland, 170 mission
groups from 37 countries adopted the
catch-phrase “A Church for Every Peo-
pie By the Year 2000."

Why wait? Every single day 48,000 in-
dividual members of unreached people
groups die. Though we’d like to think
otherwise, scripture {s very clear about
the fate of those who die without
Christ.

“Whoever believes in him is
not condemned, buy whoever
does not believe stands
condemned already because
he has not believed in the
name of God’s one and only
Ind 2

L.

—Johr 3:18

Study thie distressing fact in God's
Word. Then ask yourself, “Why wait?”

God has put it within our reach to estab-
lish a church for every people group by

the year 2000. And you can be a part of
this urgent, historic, big-picture priority,

¥ The Catch

There’s always a catch, you know. If
the biblical mandate is 56 clear, if the
big picture of what God is doing in our
world is so exciting, if the 10,000 re-
maining groups can be
reached by the vear 2000, if
millions are perishing with-
out any kmowledge of
Christ, why isn’t all Chris-
tendom buzzing with the
news that we can finish the
task? Because—here's
the catch-there’s a
cost involved,

Obedience
costs. Real
discipleship
costs. The
price is giv-
ing up any
small, local agen-
das that detract
from God’s global
cause. The cost is o

forsalke litile lives. To give up
claims of ownership to affiuence and
security, The requirement for ministries
is o seiflessly cooperate rather than
needlessly duplicate efforis and com-
pete for funds,

Obedience means shifting our expecta-
tions 10 being a blessing instead of just
being blessed. Refusing to embrace the
vision of being a blessing was a key
problem in Old Testament Fsrael. (Read
the prophet Haggai’s Gld Testament
book for a current-events update. )
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The price of being a part of God’s glo-
bal purpose is losing your life for His
sake,

Active participation in the big picturs of
God's plan is also dangerous. It’s the
danger of signing on in wartime as a
soidier who doesn’t “entasgle himself
in the affairs of everyday life” (2 Timo-
thy 2:4).

Battling the “powers and world forces”
(Ephesiaps 6:12) that have bound thess
0,000 groups for thousands of vears
means spiritual warfare. And warfare
means casualtics, body counts, hlood,
sweat and tears.

God’s big purpose on this planet 15 not
a game. [t’s not a spiritual health spa
regimen o make you feel better. it’s
war, And war is never nice.

Maybe 100 many of us have been led to
believe that the Christian life is sup-
posed to be nice—respectable, predicta-
ble and smooth. —That Christianity
means blessings and lots of mestings,
not war,

Or maybe we have counted the cost of
real discipleship in God’s big plan. And
then, God help us, we knowingly re-
fused to obey.

¥ But what about you?

Is there any good reason you and your
feilowship aren’t seriously involved in
Ged's unchanging purpose to disciple
the nations? Have you—will you—
allow Christ and His perfect plan 1o be
at the very center of vour fife?

If you szid, “yes” to the last question,
the rest of this handbook should prove
to be quite useful in helping you to find
additional information on how to grow
as 2 “World Chrigtian” as well as how
to get others involved in the Great
Comunission with you. “Catch the Vi-
sion " is also available as a four page
brochive from the 11,8, Center for
World Mission’s Adopt-A-Peaple Can-
paign. If you would like to order it you
can do so by calling William Carey Li-
brary at; (818} 798-0819.




